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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



December, 



been a remarkable one. It has introduced, in many re- 
spects, a new spirit and purpose, and even method, into 
the handling of international affairs. Its results in the 
improvement of international law have been large. No in- 
telligent view of the relation of the United States to the 
rest of the world, during the more than a century and a 
quarter of its existence, can be reached without a fair 
knowledge of this diplomatic history. Mr. Foster, who 
has been in the State Department and had otherwise a 
large experience in international affairs, has, in a single 
volume, put the salient facts of this history within reach 
of any one who cares to know them. He gives us a suc- 
cinct account of our diplomacy in its infancy, and of the 
origin and growth of the State Department. His review 
gives an interesting sketch of the work of many of our 
most distinguished statesmen in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, and of the obstacles which they had to 
meet. Franklin, Jay, Adams, Jefferson, Randolph, Picker- 
ing, Marshall, Madison, Monroe, J. Q. Adams, Clay, Van 
Buren, Livingston, Forsyth, Webster, Calhoun, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Marcy, Cass, Seward, Fish, all appear in Mr. 
Foster's pages in their "working clothes," engaged in 
the great diplomatic negotiations and discussions which 
form a most intensely interesting thread in the history 
of the country. American diplomacy has done much for 
international arbitration, and this service receives due 
attention from the author. 

We are sorry that Mr. Foster stopped in his review 
with the year 1876. Most of our memories are very 
short. We hope he will add a chapter to the next 
edition of his book bringing the record down at least to 
the beginning of Mr. McKinley's administration. This 
is essential to the fullest value of the work, which will 
henceforth be considered indispensable in every library 
of political literature. 

Die Haager Friedensconferenz : Leaves from the 
Diary of Bertha von Suttner. Dresden and Leipzig : E. 
Pierson. 310 pages, with an appendix of 57 pages. 

For those who read German this Diary of the Baroness 
von Suttner, written at The Hague in May and June, 1899, 
will prove a mok entertaining book. It is not in any 
sense an official report of the Hague Conference, but a 
record of the daily observations and reflections of one of 
the ablest and most cultivated of the peace workers, who 



was at- The Hague from the beginning to the end of the 
Conference. It not only records the progress of the 
work of the Conference from day to day as it was given 
out by the secretary, and commented upon in the daily 
press, but gathers up and preserves many side incidents, 
conversations between the Baroness and prominent 
members of the Conference, tete-a-tetes at intimate little 
breakfast parties, remarks and characteristics of promi- 
nent peace workers who came to The Hague, the fine 
courtesies shown by the Queen and the government, etc. 
The Diary is written in the charming literary style for 
which the authoress of " Die Waffen Nieder " (Lay 
Down Your Arms) is so well known. It is a unique 
book, and the reading of it will be the next thing to 
having been at The Hague and seen for oneself. 

Word and Work of David J. Lewis. Compiled 
by Mrs. E. H. Lewis. Cincinnati : Office of the Revivalist. 

David J. Lewis, a pastor and evangelist among the 
Friends, was one of those rare spirits whose presence in 
humanity is difficult to explain on any ordinary prin- 
ciples. He was a man, not of much education and per- 
haps not always wisest in his conceptions and methods, 
but of unusual consecration, faith and energy. He had 
a powerful influence, as a man of God, overthose among 
whom he worked. He was intensely opposed to the 
gospel of hate and arrogance so much preached and 
more practiced in our time. He did strong service for 
the cause of peace and goodwill in his ministry. He 
had an " extinguishable hopefulness for mankind." This 
book is a record of his work, and gives some of his most* 
characteristic utterances. 

The Home Circle. A collection of Poems . by 
Robert W. Stout. Buffalo: The Peter Paul Book 
Company. 12mo. 284 pages. 

This handsomely bound, beautifully printed book is a 
collection of poems, " pure, chaste and instructive," in- 
tended for the home circle. It is dedicated by the author 
to "The lovers of liberty throughout the world," the 
leading poem in the collection being "The Song of 
Liberty." Besides this, there are national and patriotic 
poems, poems of sentiment and affection, tales of adven- 
ture, types of women, and miscellaneous poems on many 
subjects. 
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